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RECIPIENT OF 1995 ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
d ohn W. Kirklin was born in Muncie, Indiana, on 
August 5, 1917. When he was a youngster, his 
family moved to Rochester, Minnesota, where his 
father was a member of the staff of the Mayo Clinic. 
He received his B.A. degree from the University of 
Minnesota, graduating summa Cure laude and a 
member of Phi Beta Kappa. In 1942 he graduated 
magna cure laude, Alpha Omega Alpha from Har- 
vard Medical School. He served his internship at the 
Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania before 
returning to Rochester, where he completed his 
training as a resident in surgery at the Mayo Clinic 
and received an M.S. in surgery from the University 
of Minnesota Graduate School. During this period 
he served two years in the U.S. Army MediCal Corp. 
Before completing his training, Dr. Kirklin spent six 
months working with Dr. Robert Gross at Boston 
Children's Hospital, an experience that greatly 
heightened his interest in pediatric ardiac surgery. 
On returning to the Mayo Clinic, he Was given the 
responsibility for developing the cardiac surgical 
program. Along with members of the Department 
of Physiology and the Section of Engineering, Dr. 
Kirklin developed the Mayo-Gibbon heart-lung ma- 
chine, which was a modification of Dr. John Gib- 
bon's pump-oxygenator, and initiated the cardiac 
surgical program in 1955. Under Dr. Kirklin's direc- 
tion and leadership, this program became one of the 
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most outstanding cardiac surgical programs in the 
world. His innovation in approaching complex car- 
diac conditions led to the development of successful 
techniques to correct hem. Dr. Kirklin served also 
as an institutional leader, having been appointed as 
the first formal chairman of the Department of 
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Surgery and serving as a member of the Mayo Board 
of Governors. 
In 1966 Dr. Kirklin left the Mayo Clinic to 
become professor and chairman at the Department 
of Surgery at the University of Alabama in Birming- 
ham. In this capacity he again developed a world- 
renown cardiac surgical program and provided the 
leadership that established the University of Ala- 
bama Medical Center in Birmingham as one of the 
top medical institutions in the country. 
John Kirklin has been the recipient of eight 
honorary doctorate degrees, and his contributions to
medicine have been recognized bymultiple awards 
and honorary memberships in medical and surgical 
societies in this country and abroad, including the 
Distinguished Service Award from the American 
Medical Association, the Research Achievement 
Award of the American Heart Association, the 
Lister Medal from the Royal College of Surgeons of 
England, and the Colles Medal of the Royal College 
of Surgeons in Ireland. Dr. Kirklin is an honorary 
member of the Royal Australasian College of Sur- 
geons and an honorary member of the Royal Col- 
lege of Surgeons of Ireland, Edinburgh, and En- 
gland. Dr. Kirklin was president of The American 
Association for Thoracic Surgery in 1978-79. 
He has served the profession and society as a 
member of many advisory groups, including the 
National Academy of Science Institute of Medicine. 
His membership on multiple editorial boards has 
raised the standards of publication throughout the 
profession. From 1987 through 1994 Dr. Kirklin was 
Editor of THE JOURNAL OF THORACIC AND CARDIO- 
VASCULAR SURGERY, and as such he educated us all in 
the principles of statistical analysis of clinical data. A 
major contribution for cardiac surgeons at all levels 
was the comprehensive and definitive text Cardiac 
Surgery, authored by Dr. Kirklin and one of his 
trainees, Sir Brian Barratt-Boyes. 
Although his contributions and accomplishments 
have encompassed many areas, he is best known for 
his understanding of cardiac physiology and pathol- 
ogy, the development of innovative surgical tech- 
niques, and the precision with which he applied 
them so successfully. His careful statistical analysis 
of his results preceded and set forth a standard for 
the current "outcome research" efforts. Inasmuch as 
he is a superb teacher, his approach to surgery, as 
well as many of his other attributes, will be perpet- 
uated in the many surgeons he has trained, all 
having an identifiable Kirklin stamp. 
John Kirklin's dedication and relentless pursuit of 
perfection, interrupted only by occasional eques- 
trian mishaps, has led to a career marked by contri- 
butions and achievement in medicine and surgery 
that fully justify his being named the first recipient 
of the Scientific Achievement Award of The Amer- 
ican Association for Thoracic Surgery. 
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